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Ageression is a complex behavior
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Definition: acts or threats designecl to cause irjurg
D/islo/ays of a(%ression In clogs include lunging, snapping, and
biting.
Threat behaviors include ?reezing, staring, snarling, and

growli ng.




Wl’)g are clogs sometimes aggressivc‘?




Aggrcssion 1S Aclal:)tive

e The goal of aclaPtive behavior is to survive

. In order to survive, an animal must adaPt
ancl contro| events that imPact their
very desire to survive

. Animals are gcnetica“g Prcparccl to use
behavior that will ensure their survival
and control their environment.

. Aggression is one behavioral response
towards tl‘nat goal.




e “Basic Fat‘tcrns of aggrcssion seem to be

unalterable asPects of the basic genetic
code of canines” (Coren, 2004)

e Like all animals, clogs react to fear with the
Flight ol Fight response

 Agoression serves a communicative function
or clogs when clealing with conflict —
whether it be offensive or defensive in
nature.




Genetics and selective breecling

 Some breeds of clogs are bred
sl:)cciﬁcaug to be more aggressivc.




« In addition to its genetic component, the clelgree
of ageressiveness exhibited ]:)3 an individual is

also S aPCCl 139

- Earlg cxPerience (socialization, or lack there of)

- Learning (dogs learn that aggression “works?).




The major influences to any behavior

Genetics ,
Environment

S «

Behavior

*

Learning




Two basic catcgories of aggression

. Rcsponclent Aggrcssivc behavior
. OPerant Aggressive behavior




ResPonclent Ag%:ession — reflex-like
aggression evoked or elicited by aversive
stimulation (Pain-elicited aggrcssion) )

(responclcnt aggression Is one reason that the use of
aversive Positivc Punishmcnt (shock) can be Problcmatic)




Operant Aggression ~ goal directed
Eehavior%mﬁich allows the aggressor to
obtain something desirable or escape or
avoid something undesirable.

Aégressivc behavior, like other behavior, is

riven by reinforcements.
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With OPcrant Aggression there is alwags
reinforcement.

External reinforcement
— other bein g retreats
— retention of sometl‘ning thcg are coveting

e Internal reinforcement
— satisfaction of a drive

~surge of ePinePhrine (aclrenaline)




OPcrant Aggrcssion can be Oﬁ(cnsivc or
Defensive in nature

e Offensive — distance clecreasing behavior

e Defensive — distance increasing behavior




Just like humans

e Offensive aggression stems from anger

—angry clogs, like angr humans, may use
violence to express their rage

e Defensive aggrcssion stems from fear
— SCBT'CCl clogs, M(C SCBI"CCI humans CICFCI'ICI

themselves if necessary (ﬂight or ﬁght)




 Fear and anger are basic emotions shared bg
humans an dogs.

e Fearand an%er originate in the limbic sgstem ~
the emotional center of the brain (sPeciﬁcallg the

amggclala) :




Dogvs. Human

Cerebral Cortex (the thinking Part of the brain)




L"_vcrg dog can bite

“Theg are alive and theg have teeth” Jean Donaldson




lan Dunbar’s Bite Scale

L evel 1- Dog growls, |ungcs, snarls-no teeth touch skin.

L evel 2- Teeth touch skin but no Puncture. May have red
mark/ minor bruise or minor scratches

L evel 5~ Punctures % the length of a canine ’too’ch, one to
four holes, single oite. Bruising . No tearing or slashes.

L evel 4~ One to four holes from a single bite, one hole
clcej:)cr than % the |ength of a canine tooth. Black
bru:sing, tears ancl/ or slashing wounds. Dog clampecl

down and shook or slashed victim.

Level 5- Multigle bites at Level 4 or above.

|_evel 6~ Ang ite rcsulting in death of a human.




Everg clog has a different
‘aggression threshold’

Threshold - the level that a stimulus must be
cxcccding to elicita response

Aggrcssion threshold — the Point at which
aggression IS triggerecl




Aggression Threshold

Low threshold High threshold




Dogs have ditferent thresholds for
different stimuli

Bite threshold
SnaP threshold

Growl threshold

Freezes

Uncomfortable

hands eye contact

Trigger

from Jean Donaldson — Culture Clash




When things come together -
you can reach the bite threshold

Bite threshold
SnaP threshold

Growl threshold

Freezes

Uncomfortable

eye contact




Discomfort Threshold

Bite threshold
SnaP threshold

Growl threshold

Freezes

 —— Uncomfortable

eye contact




Discomfort Threshold

Behaviors seen when a clog IS
uncomfortable - not considered

aggression
Precursors of aggression
Alarm bells are going otf

Starting to “togele into their limbic
system” (Sdao)

F'reezing —~ haPPcns in the moment before
theg toggle over




Ageoression Precursors
Discomfort Threshold)

* Dogs sPeak with their bodies

e Theyarea ways tc”ing us how thcy feel
about a situation

e These signals are missed bg the average
Fet owner who can’t read dog bocly

anguage




Passive Appeasement

APPcascmcnt signals rePrcsent alack of confidence and serve to avoid hostilitg

All ﬁgures from How to Speak Dog by Stanley Coren



Nervous about something you are cloing

..orwants a be"g rub




Active Appeasement

Appeascment signals rc[:)rcscnt alack of confidence and serve to avoid hostilitg
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Stress and Anxiety
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Alert and Attentive







Fear/Defensive Aggression

This dog is conflicted between using aPPcascmcnt signals and aggressivc
signals to increase social distance. This is the Position of a classic “fear biter”.




Afraid and aﬁgressive
— te ing you to stag away




Offensive Aggression













o »

Offensive aggrcssion

4
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Defensive aggrcssion

Submissive

Evergthing loose & soft

Commissures forward
~only see front teeth
Wrin H?es on toP of nose
Ears forward

Hard cye

Commissures back
~see lots oF teeth
Ears back

Commissures back but

mouth closed
Ears back

Soft , squinty eye




Fear Grimace

Offensive Pucker




Subtle Warninf Signs of
Discomtort

EYES

m Direct eye contact B ;"

» Hard stare
» Dilated PuPils

R
»w Whale eye ’







Whale eye (half moon ege)







Wide Eye




Mouth — look for

Closed tense mouth
GoinF from open relaxed mouth to
closed tense mouth

- Worried dog — closed mouth but egebrows
are raise quard

~ Angrg clog — closed mouth but
egcbrows are Pu“ccl down  endetilis
and together (tension around ' | <

the eges)




E)oclg_-- look for:

. Wcigl‘lt shifted forward = taking cl‘largc
- offensive

. Wcight shifted back = cliH:using - defensive
. Genera“g stitf r_)ocly

. Moving from a relaxed boclg to a stiff bodg

. Frcczing — microsecond freezes are clear
warnings thcg don’t like what you are cloing




Other ways clogs communicate that

theﬂ are uncom{:ortablc

DisPIacemcnt Behaviors




F‘licking Tongue




Licking LiPs




gwhen not
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Slnaking ot when tlneg are not wet




5cratching when tlney don’t have
skin irritation




« Avoidance Behaviors

turning head away

turning whole bodg away




Aggrcssion to Humans

to i’/76 owner
to visitors to the home

to strangers outside
to children
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Aggrcssion to Owners

e Dominance has historic:a“y been
blamed for any aggression directed
towards an owner.

“Dominance aggression” IS an over-
used term that carries the negative
implication that the clog Is “tr ing to
be the boss” which often Ieag,s to
corrective methods that are abusive.




The Dominance Mgth

¢ 20-30 years a%o, saocial dominance theory ﬁncl
ideas about wolf behavior in the wild were’the
Eriman;? models that guiclccl how clogs were
r :

aine

o This the ry was sed on stuji s of caPtivc

backs of uhrelated wolves an tTﬂus bears no
'ga':ionshi fo the sociaTstructure of natural
packs much less clogs.




Cerl:ainlg there are “assertive” clogs




Some clogs may be more prone to learn an active
in strategg cluring social conflict in
rol aversive outcomes (Lindsag,

defensive coE
order to con
ylelelo)

The dog learns that dominant behavior heIPs him to
acquire certain resources or to avoid or escape
some sPcciﬁc stimuli (O’Heare, 2007)

The unclerlging behavioral motivations are not to
enhance dominance status but simpl? to terminate
a Perceivecl threat or cha"engc (Lindsay, 2000).




e Jtis no longer acceptable to advise owners

to “show the clogt at you are the boss”
using aggrcssivc acts such as alpha rolls.

 Not onltgclo these techniclues often make

the pro lem worse, tl‘ncg can be very
dangerous for the owner to attcmPt.

. Un{:ortunatelébl; these tec:hniclucs are still
recommended and many dogs have
exPeriencccl them.




Other reasons clogs show
aggression to their owners:




Resource guarcling

Some clogs aggressivclg guarcl
resources (food, toys, bones,
resting Places)

Dogs are the descendents of the wolﬂ and wolves
being social Prc-:clators, are natural resource
guarclcrs and this ancestral trait is sometimes

tri ggerecl.




May]:)e the most common reason
for aggression directed to an

OWner:




Humans are also an aggressive sPecics

e We resort to Punishment to deal with many
Issues. Phgsncal Punishmcnt can lead to
defensive ag%:ession as the clog learns he

must Protect imself.

. lnaP roPriate Jaunishment (after the fact)
confuses the og and can also lead to
defensive aggression as the dog learns that
their owner is unPreclictablg aggressive.




Aggression to Visitors

. Dogs are natura"g territorial and can be
aggressive to People who enter their homes or

38!”&5.

« This behavior can also stem from fear, lack of
socialization or a bad exPerience.
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Aggrcssion to Strangers

¢ A clogt'nat Is aggressive to aPProacl‘uing
peo 5le while on a walk, may be reacting
this way due to:

— Fear

— Lack of socialization

— Abad cxpcricncc with a stranger

— Reinforcement from owner

— Resource guarc]ing (goocl owners
are precious resources)




Aggression to Children

e Many dogs are not Prol:)erly socialized to
children uring their socialization Pcriocl

e Children do scar tlﬂings to clogs
- rush up to them
- gjve them direct eye contact
~ Pu", Pinch, Pokc
~- HUG







Aggression to other clogs

S g,
Fear
Lack of socialization
Bad exPcricncc
Bred or trained to do so




Althouglﬂ most clog ﬁghting is ritualized

behavior — a dog aggressive dog can
inflict serious injurg or even death
I

\




Dog aggressive clog are clangerous
to other dogs AND humans

Many Pcople are bitten tr ing to break up clog ﬁgnts
Especiang it its your own dog being attacked!




Even though ageression Is
normal dog behavior-

. Aggrcssive behavior can be very
dangerous.

e An inaP DroPriatc response by the human
object of an ageressive clisplag may incite
an escalation of the aggrcssion.

. Dogs exl‘wibiting aggression towards
humans is unaccel:)table in our societg.




More than 5 million Pcoplc are bitten by dogs in UJS every year.

800,000 of those bitten each year need medical attention.

1,000 Pcople treated in ER each clag for clog bites.

26 Pcople killed 139 clogs each year

Children between the ages of 5-9 are the most common victims
of dog bites.

90% of oung children are bitten 139 their own dog-— in fact,
87% o biting clogs are owned dogs — not a stray issue.




Most cl‘n ldren are l:)ltten in the face







d

« ~9r~o|d suffers facial in ury in attac
from dog” - Palm Bay IF orida, 1/12/1

* Harrington was headed to work and had
clroPPecl Jahvon off at the house of a
|ongtime friend who has several dogs.

.« Moments later, the bog was outside Plaging and,

accorclinrjg to Palm Bay Solice, either grabbecl

the clog
85~|:>oun
 The dog grabbed at the child's head with hisjaws
ancigsﬁook him, crushing facial bones around

one eye and riPPinga Portion of an ear,
Police said.

dﬂ the collar or attemPted to ride the
canine like a horse.




“Dog bites l—-gr—-olcl”
Tennessee -10/22/09

+ A one year old is rushed to the hospital after
being Bgac“g bitten in the face 133 their newlg

ado[:)ted great dane.

. Amber Plott says their new clog attacked their 19
month old little girl. Plott says she wandered too
close to his food at the wrong time.

. “| set the food bowl down, wasn't thinking, went
to answer the door because we had a de very, it
haPPcnecl in a second.”




“A two~3car~o|c| ]:)oy will be scarred for life
after he was attacked bg his grandmother‘s
collie clog.” 9/10/10

. "Joshua was strokinz{g the dog, Rossie,
when sherjumpe up and atchecl onto

his face.

"Rossie Pu"ecl him to the grouncl and
wouldn't release him.”




Toni Clannachan, 10, was bitten in the face
133 the Familg’s clog while Playin in a school
friend's 3arcl on Tucsc%ag.

9/2/10 Scotland




Dogs and kids

. Manﬁ Peoplc think their dog is fine with
their children because t ey don’t bite

them.

e The dogma bejust tolcrating the child
and the t ings he does to and around

him.
e When a clog IS “tolcrating” somcthing-—- he
isjust on the cdgc.

 Not enough of a buffer




When a clog has the Propensitg for

aggression ~ management is often the

best we can hoPe for

Although we use behavior modification techniclues
to raise the threshold for aggression, an
aggressive clog will always need to be managccl
because aggression is difficult to moclhcg.

- often has a gcnctic basis
~isa scl{:-rein{:orcing behavior
- becomcs an automatic or ha Ditual response

(whcn an animal is emotional it resorts to
habitual behavior)




Aggrcssion is NOT curable!

* You can modhcg aggressive behavior but
you can not take it out of the dog.

e The dog has learned that ageression
works for him and that behavioral
Pathwag in the brain will alwags be there.

e The clog can taP into it at any time
rcgardless of any behavior modification




Behavior Modification

e The goal is to raise the threshold for
?{ggression in the situations where the
g

clisplays aggrcssion.

« We must also Prevcnt displays of
aggrcssion clurirég a behavior mod
rogram so the og does not continue
O Practice the behavior.




Shelter Dogs

* Many dogs are surrendered to shelters
because of behavior Problems (including
aggrcssion) )

e The ma'oritg of surrendered clogs are
adoleséents who:

- are well Past their socialization Pcriod
- have learned which behaviors “work?” for them
- have had little to no formal training




Shelters should conduct
behavior evaluations before

Put'l:ing clogs up for aclol:)tion

Because the are Placin% thcse

dogs into the homes of unskilled
an unknowlcclgcable aeople
(average pet owners), thcg are
obligated to make the best
matgnes hossible and keeP the
Familg and the communitg safe
from Potentia"g aggressive dogs.




The average Pet owner:

« Knows little to nothing about c:log behavior
. M{gﬁttakc the clog to one training class

« Has trouble even gctting the dog to sit
and lie down on cue — much less come
when called (even after takinga class).

Wants a goocl bet — a calm, well behaved
member of their Family. -




The majoritg of my Chle every behaviorist)
behavior consultations involve aggression —
either to humans or other clogs

Most owners are clueless about how to handle
their aggressive clog

Some owners actua"g ma|<e ’thc Problem worse
with ina DProPriatc responses

Many clients are unab e to carry through ona
behavior modification Drogram




* | am committed to encourjgin the shelter/

rescue communitg to conduct chavioral
evaluations BECAUSE of the clients I have

worked with.

| have seen their fear and heartache as tlwey trg
to deal with, and make decisions about, their

aggrcssivc clog.

| feel thatitis the resPonsibili’cg of the
organiza’cions Placin%dogs into new homes to do
their very best to make good matches and make

sure the clogs thcg are Placing are safe.




Shelter Dog Behavior Evaluations

| dcsignecl to trg to get to know the dog
BEFORE he s Placed into a new home.

. A" of the Proccclurcs out there have
similar coml:)oncnts

- Sue Sternberg’ S Assess~a~Pet
- F_‘milg Weiss’s SAFER test

- Amy Marder’s MATCH-UP

- ‘SSWKBT’




A goocl behavior evaluation, that is
conducted and interPretecl we”, can rea"g
hclp you getto know the shelter clogs

belng considered for Placement.

~ iclen’chcg trulg aggressive clogs
~ set up in-house behavior modification
and ’craining programs

- recommend best matches with
acloptcrs

~ counscl aclol:)ters




What do behavioral evaluations
do for shelters?

 Enables shelters to make better
Placements with adoptive families.

* Prevents clangerous clogs from being
returned to the communitg!
. Samccty
. Reputation
+ Liability




Shelter resl:)onsibilitg

“A shelter that Places clogs into the homes
of families should know that the Public
exPects that onlg suitable dogs will be

slaced. ‘.issentia“g an imPIie warranty of

suitabilitg arises from the ver relationshil:)
between the Public and the sﬁelter.”

www.dogbitelaw.com




Shelter Liabilitg

«Civil |iabi|it3 will result from acloPting out a
dog that is known to be clangerous, IS

known to have clangerous Pro{-Pcnsities, or
IS misreprescnted as being sare”

www.clogbitclaw.com




Even organizations with “no kill” Policies
acknowlccczljge that some animals must be
euthanized:

“Animals that exhibit sIgNs of a behavioral or

temreramental defect tl‘)at could pose a

health or sa{:ety risk or otherwise be
unsuitable for Placemcnt as a Pet will be
euthanized.”

California Civil Code section 18344




What Kinds of Dogs
Should shelters Be
Placing ?

. Behaviora"g Hcaltl‘ug Dogs:
. Sociable
. Tolerant of hanc”ing
* Do not aggressivelg
guarcl resources
. Tolerant of other clogs







l\@ Research

Data on 2017 Evaluated Shelter Dogs

Behavioral evaluation and dcmograp/u’c
information in the assessment of
aggressivcness in shelter dogs

Kc//cy S. Bollen & Joscph Horowitz
APP/[cd Animal Behaviour Science
Vol. 112 2008)




Aggressive Historﬂ_

e 217 tested clogs had a known history of
aégrcssion in their Previous home based on
information from their surrender Proﬁ'le

e 90% of these dogs exhibited aggression
cluring one or more components of the
evaluation.




Statistical Analgsis

Dogs with a historg of aggression in
their Previous home were 12 times
more |i|<e|9 to fail the evaluation
than those without a l‘)istorg of
aggression.




The fact that nearly all of the dogs with a
historg of ageression exhibitedg
géring the behavior

aggrcssion
evaluation...

tells us that this behavior
evaluation is a reliable tool to
identi{g clogs with the Propensitg for

aggrcssnon.




Unsocial DOSS'_)

* Dogs who did not exhibit any signs of
sociability during the sociabilitg test were
labeled “unsocial” (N=315) .

. 74% of these unsocial dogs exhibited
aggrcssion cluring the behavior
evaluation.

e The remainder of the unsocial clogs were
adoptecl out.




Borderline Dogs

e Some clogs were deemed acloptablc clespite
Failing one or two comPonent tests (sociabilitg
test not included).

o The “failed” responses clisplagecl ]:)3 the
borderline clogs were milder forms of
agegression comParecl to the responses of the
Agés deemed un~aclol:>tab|e.




Statistical Analgsis

 Borderline dogs were twice as likely to exhibit
aggrcssivc behavior Post adoPtion than no
Issue clogs.

. Unsocial clogs were 5 times more Iikelg to
exhibit aggression Post acloption than no
issue clogs.




What is our resPonsibilitg?

Evaluate the dogs before Putting them up
for adoPtion

Evaluate them WELL (trained evaluators)
Make goocl decisions

KceP the clogs behaviora"y hcalthg
Make gooc:l matches

‘.iclucatc your acloptcrs




What about behavior modification?

e |s it feasible to mocli{:g aggrcssivc behavior
in the shelter?

e Depends on many factors

—the behavior

¢ l"IOW SEvere

e how well Practicecl
—the shelter’s resources

. cxPericncccl staft
e time




The limitations

e Time — most shclters are understa{:l:ecl ancl
ovcrworkccl.

. Expcriencc — very few shelters can afHord

to have a behaviorist or trainer on staff

 Even if there is someone on staff whose
job it is to work with the dogs — how
much time will be dedicated to each

dog?




lmPossiHe to control of the environment

In order to modi{:g aggressive behavior:

- There needs to be consistencg in the
Drogram.

- You need to prevent the clisl:)lay of the
aggrcssivc ehavior so that it doesn’t
continue to be reinforced.




| ets take clog aggression as an cxamplc

e One person IS 1N charge of cloing the

behavior modification Protocol
Two sessions/ clag — 15 minutes each

In between, the clog is housed in a line of

kennels where other clogs walk by a

| day

Ditferent Peoplc walk the dog during t

week — none clo the Protocol

1C

He has to walk Past other clogs on his way N

and out of his kennel




The other major Problem:

- Learnecl bCI‘IaViOr ClOCSﬂjt generalize WC"
(unless it involves a strong emotion like fear)

. If you success{:uuy mocli{:g a behavior in
the shelter environment, it doesn’t mean
that it’s changcd in other environments
(like an adoPtive home).

 You will have learned whether the dog IS
recePtivc to behavior modification.




lmPortant things if you do behavior
modification in your shelter

. Make sure you re-test the clog

—Inadifferent Place from where you did the
modification

~Bya person other than the one who did the
work

e Make sure you counscl the aclol:)tcr
e Make sure you do Fo”ow-u!:)!!!!




Another factor to consider-...

e Who are your acloPtcrs?

- the average Pet owner?
- families with children?

= exPericncccl dog trainers?
- animal behaviorists?




Rescues

Is it okag to send the aggressive clogs to
rescue’?

At least its not you making the euthanasia
decision.




e ﬁlue was sent to a Pitbu" rescue after hc
bit three volunteers at the shelter “during

Dlay”

e He was adoptecl out bg them to a person

who ha Pened to live in the same citg as
the she ter who sent l‘nim to rescue

» Blue was surrendered to the shelter D,
months later for biting someone scvercly.




What is our resl:)onsibilitg to the
aclol:)tcrs?

Provide them a safe Pet.

ust

Educate them at the time of the aclocftion
)

so they can hclp their new clog a
o
to thcnr homc.

« Be available when theg have issues.




Case RcPorts

. Just a few stories about adoptccl clogs
and the strugglcs Peoplc have with them.




Ellie = FS — terr mix

o |first saw Elliein 2005 when she was b, yrs old
. His’cory:

— adopted from a shelter at b, months old

— exhibited RG first week

— got worse with age -at2 &rs old — severel

aggressive with new stuffed mouse - wochl growl,
snarl, snap and lunge at them if ’thcg even tried to
enter the room — went on for hours

oIt claugnter in foot when too close to food bowl

oIt claugnter again when too close to new tog

oIt baby sitter when trying to get somcthing from her




Issues at consult:

- Severe Possession aggression — mul’tiple items

- Severe Foocl bowl aggrcssion —_ l‘uacl to sto
, ) P
{:eeclmg her N the crate because she startecl
guarding the crate

~ Crate aggrcssion after above started (even

without Food). lunges, growls, snarls, snaps
and throws hersel against the front of the

crate if theg come close (husbancl IS onlg one
who can let her out of crate)

- “We don’t even trg to get her off the furniture”




. |setthem tﬂ:) with a intensive management,
training an behavior modification program

Atmy2 month Post consult check-in the[? told
me that “theg aren’t doing too much wor

anymore ——just trging to manage her better”.

She was doing okag until theg went of vacation —
bit the clog sitter 3 times — she called them and
said she couldn’t continue to watch her so theg
had to come home from vacation earlg




Few weeks ago they ca"ecl {:or another consult

Ellie ~now 9 years old

Said my methods helped them be able to manage
her better but ’chey didn’t follow through with

behavior modification.
Still terriblllj aggressive — lives with a harness and

tcther eash on so she can’t %:t a holcl o{:
something and guard it. Has bitten all Familg
members several times over the years.

Thec? have never been able to ma|<e a euthanasia
ecision even though sheis dangerous.

Theg love her but theg are afraid of her.




Samantha — 8 mth -5Panie| mix

His’torg:
— Got from shelter in Kcntucky via Pet Finder when 5
months old

— 1t week — growlccl and |ungecl at 4 year old

Issues at consult:
- Aggrcssivc to all visitors

~ Aggressive to Pcople while on a walk — if thcy get
too close

— Aggressivc to vet — who referred them to me

— Attacked a dog at the Park rcccntlc? (out of
character for her — usua"g loves ogs)




Owners feel restricted — “We can’t go out, can’t
have company, can’t have Plag dates for the kids
at our home, can’t have a baby sitter in...”

Samantha is crated a lot.
She is not etting much exercise because thcg

’

Fear SI"IC Wi blt’C someone on a wa"<.

Samantha is fear aggressive

Most |i|<e|3 stems from a lack of socialization
during her critical Periocl

Bacl Past exPericnces may also contribute




During the

histou{‘:g gathcringl found out some very

disturbing information (and then noticed the

woman
were ta

had her hand in her Poc\«-:t the whole time we

king )

For the Past 2 months they have been using aremote
shock co"ar on Samantha at thc recommendation
of their trainer.

Samantha gets shocked angtimc she exhibits
aggression to a visitor or stranger.

| sPcnt b, hours cxplaining whg that method was making
things worse and teaching them how to use
Positive counterconclitioning methods.

Thf:9 were in contact with me for about a month ancl
then contact stoPPccl.

| fear for Samantha




Niles — 12 wk old “dixie dog”

. PuP exhibited signiﬁcant food aggrcssion soon
after bringing him home.

. Theg had been working with him for three

weeks and he was responcling well.

o Called me because he bit the wife over a treat —
broke skin — needed stitches.

e Havea2 year old in the home (which IS whg theg
wanted a PUPPQ) .

e Their last clog (older with arthritis) bit their son
once when he fell on her.




After hearing the historg | advised them to
return the clog — mainlg because of the child.

l exPIainecl that the work they could do to

mocliFg the resource guarcling would not
generalize to their son.

Theg were

onclec

to him a

Theg rea"g

felt theu

heartbroken because theg were so

l"CBCl 9 .

could |<eeP their son safe

v,
and were unwi"ing to give him back.

Three months later — the clog bit the child in the
face and they returned him — devastated and
heartbroken%g the whole ordeal.




Katie — bc/flatcoat mix - rescue

Read Email
| visited the home and Katie (who was on leash at

my rejuest) barkecl, growlecl, snarled and

lunge at me the entire hour I was there.

| told her that | did not think she was goiné to be

safe around the granclkids and that she was
going to require a LOT of work.

The client was torn because she felt so bad for
the clog and wanted to hclP her but she

didn’t want an aggressive clog.




o She called me the next c!ag to tell me that they
were brining her back because when her
husband got home from work that clag, Katie
|ungecl at and bit him.

 This four clay ordeal tore my client aPar't.

. Not to mention what it did to Katie




The small clog c]uestion

e Is aggression in small dogs accePtable?

» Should shelters consider aggression in
small breed dogs okay because
“everyone knows sma clogs bite” or

“theg can’t do as much clamagc”

e Do People who love small breed clogs want
an aggressive Pet?




Other comments from clients

“we feel traPPccl”

“we are Prisoners to our clog”
“our kids can’t have a normal social life”

« l)

m anxious all the time that something IS

going to haPPcn”




Our resPonsibilitg to our acloPters 1s to
give them the nice Pet theg came in for.

Not a dogwho IS “iﬂ{g”

Not a c og who rccluires aton of
management to be sa{:e

Not a dog that gezuires months of
i

behavior modification

A PET!




What is our resl:)onsibilitg
to the dogs?

* Dogs with issues stag at the shelter |onger
(CSPCCia“E if you are waiting for an

adopter that can handle him).
¢ |s |ong~term sheltering humane?

. What would these clogs say?
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Housed for 5 years




Housed for 8 years




e Are these dogs better OH: iNn a sanc:tuarg?

 The definition of a sanctuarg 1S3

‘a Place of rc{:ugc and Protection’

e Anice Place where they can live out their

ives because even t ough its not a
home, its still better than death - rigl'wt?




Almost 200 dogs housed in this “sanctuary”
- forlife
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. If you were to die — would you want your
et to be here for the remainder of his
ife?

« Don’t do this to our “best friends”

. They deserve better from us.




What is the role of a
shelter?

To find good
homes for goocl

clogsl




And to be HUMANE




Make smart decisions about the clogs
you send to families. Its gourjob!




kelleybollcn@animala"iances.com

ksbés@cornell.edu




